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[t was most 1.[|.'I1II:|:II|._']'3. I 1,:-!1-.|_|.|:|. L |
and summer love for Nadine and Sreve,
when they met on the firse J.ul,' nl‘1'-.|,"|1-_1|'.1|:;‘
holidays in Spain and spemt nearly the
whole week together. They've recently
celebrated with a beautitul wedding afier
being together tor six happy years!
Nadine recalls the moment when she
knew she had fallen in love; "Steve was
in the Britsh Army at the nme we met,
and was posted to Macedonia once we
returned home from Spain. This proved a
real test of strength of my feclings, as we
didin’e Lot b Sce ecach other for several
months and communicated primarily by
leeter along with the odd cagerly awaited
phone call. 1 found mvself anxiously
watching the news every day and fecling
nmuensely proud of him; and 1 had only
known han tor a week or so. It was then
that | realised 1 had fallen for bam."" Steve
koew inmediately thar Nadine was
someone spectal: “She was beauntul,

tunny, brght and 1 fell for her instanely, ™

evening at the theatre in a box at Nadine's

favourite musical, Mary Poppins,

Mard of honour Emuina arranged
cverything and kept all the details secret
fromn the brade-to-be, Nadine, along
with 10 friends, had a SUrprse trp o
Barcelona tor two mights, On the lase
night they all dresed up as Police Officers
m homage to Steve although Madine
recollects, *This however did not SLop
mc from getting my bag snatched at the
end of the might. The PYC uniform was
obviously not enough of a deterrent!
."n|:|::11|;_1|1, it didn’t spoil a fabulous
weckend!™

Steve headed o Larvia for a weekend
with a few close tnends and family,
Madine was openly concerned about
them goang o Lamvia as she had heard the
COUNry was not tolerant of Stag Parties
and there had been many scams!

hanktally, Nadine savs, “As it was,
they were all perfeetly fine and it was
mie that got mugged in Barcelona; they

regularly like to remind me of thae!™

Nadine and Steve's whirl-wind holiday romance turned into six happy years together and
now after celebrating their wedding in March it look set to last a lifetime . . .

After worrying and getting nervous over
when and where to pop the question
Steve canght Nadine completely unawarc
ane mormng whle she was coming out
of the bathroom! Nadine remembers,
“I wondered what he was doing down
m the hall on one knee unel [ saw my
deeam nng m his hand. | hinted abour the
kind ot nng that 1 would love and ¢ven
cheekily drew it at one stage as a tongue-
m=check joke! Unbeknown o me, Steve
teok thes draw IEags Ler .|.1'|1'1!.'|_'J]g'r who made
the ring for me and | just lowe it, I've
worn it oy for over 13 months and |
still admire 3t every dav. Three emerald-
cur diamonds are set in 18-carar white
wold on an 18 carat yellow gold band.”
Madine and Steve celebrated theis
engagement with a Champagne dinner

i the West End, followed by a mameal

Fhe mternet is a great way of rescarching
and viewing potential venues. After
scarching online, the couple chose the
Richmond Hill Hotel as it met with all
of their critena; “"We wanted to hold the
ceremony and the reception at the same
venue. This was particularly important
tor the reception, as we wanted it to flow
scamlesly trom the wedding breaktast
o the evening, which meant no
disruption to alver the room layoue.™ The
couple was also impressed by the striking
and beauriful ceremony room at the
eclhimond Hill Horel,

Madine had a mad of honour, best friend
Eroma Cesary, and three bridesmands

Andrea Mallar, Karen Evans and Tracy

Jones, As bridesmmds they were extramely

lucky with their atore. MNadme asked them all
what they would like to wear m terms of dress/
separates, length of skirt, straps ete, then designed
their dresces based on the majority’s swishes,
Nadine then purchased the Bbnc and had them
made o measure by Jenme Bayhss. The dresses
were tea-length, strapless gowns i pale sage
green duchess satm, with a darker green chefton
wsh around the waist,

Steve ¢hose two hest men: his brother Kevin
Brookes and best fnend Edd Whalliams, with an
extra helping hand from his brother-m-law Rob
Evans and tmend Phil Jones., All male attendants
wore mornng wear from Moss Bros and ther
accessortes were made by Jennie Bavliss to march

the bridesmairds' dresses.

The bride™s dress was a full-length, duchess satin
gown called *Paige’ by Augusta Jones, Nadine
had covered buttons sewn o the back o add
some derat] o an otherwese hv.u:l.:i'u]ij.' sunple
dress. The ensemble was completed wath a

three= quarter lengrh veil and sinking crysal and
pearl choker made by Andrew Prince. For her
something old, borrowed and blue, Nadine wore
her mother's garter which had been worn when
shie had got married 30 vears ago, evervthing ele

wits now!

The haprwy eonple emovesd a dehioows three-
conne sit=clown meal for 65 guests and a savouary
buffer i the evening. The dessert was a white
chocolate cup fOlled with dark chocolate and Tia
Mana mousse. decorated with fnait compote.
Madime and Steve provided a vegeranan opion
foor guests of ricotta cheese and spinach filo wraps

wieh 2 roanaro and basal sauce.

Spring was the inspiration, with the colour green
featuring throvghoue the décor. le was an all-
adult wedding, with lotwery scratch card favours
and a quiz with Champagne pnzes. The Rac Pack
reception and dinner music, along with an Elvis
wpersonator, @myving the whole eveming a grown-
up feel! Madine remembers, 1 purposely avoided
any distinct theme as | waneed 1t oo be classic and
tuneless (wlalse sall tun!)™

Fhe guest tables had four vory slow-burming
dinner candles, flomal centre preces and some
scattered rose perals. A arcular display of lilies,
roses, parrot tulips, listanthus and hooped grass
adomed the tables and matched the bouguers.
“As asurprise”, Nadine recalls, "my florist added
a Parrot Tulip to cach guest side plate, as 1 had
mentioned at one of our meetigs that [ thought
1 was a lovely idea. 1 was really touched, s we
had ruled 1t ouc due o budger constramis. It

leoked famraste!™

Madine and Steve carctully chose every song tor
their ceremony. The waiting music for the gueses
was Harry Milson “It Had to be You', Dusry
springfield’s “The Look of Love’, Bobby [arin,
‘Fly Me to the Moon” and Josh Groban "You
Foarse Me Up'. For Nadme's, Roberta Flack "Farst
Dime Ever 1 5aw Your Face” ot the scene. For
the signing of the regaster Des'ree’s "Kissing You'
and Snow Patrol- “Chasmg Cars” was the 1deal
chmee followed by Stevie Wonder™s "For Once
m My Lite’ for their exat The hirse dance was to
Moondance by Van Mormison, then Madine and
her Gather shared a dance to Stevie Wonder's "You
Are The Sunshine OF My Life.”

Ihe ceremony was the most special part of the
day for both Steve and MNadine, “thae was the
reason for the whole day and being marned 1n
front of our closest friends and fanuly was traly
special.” Madine's tip tor tuture wedding couples
1% 1o, "Make the most of everything, from the
organising to the preparanons to the day itself, as

vou will never get to doat agam.

After their big day Steve and Nadine spent

11 mghts in Las Vegas, Los Angeles and San
Francisco! When asked of they would they
recommend 1t the response was, “Defimitely!

A three-part holiday is great fun and vou look
forward to cach part. Doving to cach place was
eborn o gawerne poaer rer s s cenmanry W Tiveod
'I.r'.'Hﬂt i !'hl“l\.'.l;.“. W staved at the “r”.lHH.I
and ventured on a hehcopter mip (Sundance
Powrs) to the Grand Canvon, which was amazmg.
Alcatraz in San Francisco was another highhghr,
My favounte moment was dining at the Picasso
restaurant at the Bellago on a beautitul nighe

with a perfect view of the fountaims of Bellagmo ™

REAL

As L a number of WUCADS Yo
travelling a faor distanee. we decided 1o make
a weekend of our wedding. Both Steve
and 1 seaved ar the hotel the mighe betore
{separate rooms]) along wich many of our
gueses and we all had dinner together, which
was @ great start to the celebrations.

We made photo boards of cach of us witl
photos from birth to present day for our
gueses to look at whilst we were having our
photos taken. Qur guests really iked having
something o amuse them whilst emoving
the Champagne reception.

To encourage evervone on the tables
tor et talking to cach other we prepared
a quiz of guestions abour love/marriapee
trivia and ws. The winnmng ream won a small
bottle of Champagme per guest. Instead of
putting disposable cameris on tables, we had
Polaroid photos taken of every guest and
stuck them m our guest book for them o
write their message beside.

Both Steve and mv Dad were nervons
about their speeches, so they did thers
bretore the breakiast and the best men spoke
after the breakfast. This was a4 good op as it
eant that Steve and my 1ad could enjoy
their food,

As the majonity of Steve’s extended fumly
lives in MNornth Wales, we held a second
reception for them once we retumed from
honevmoon. This helped to overcome post-

wedding/honevmoon blucs and [ got to

wear my dress again!
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